Real Disciples, Real Transformation, Real Purpose
Authentic Followers of Jesus
Continuing in His Word
Video - Word for the Year
for video go to skitguys.com and download “My word for the year”
go to my account and login rwilcox1036@gmail.com password - thebridge!
Key Text: John 8:31-32 NASB
So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then
you are truly My disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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Real Disciple (follower of Jesus) Journey Partner
Know and experience the Truth
Real Change, Real Freedom

Quote from Dallas Willard - The Divine Conspiracy
One of the greatest weaknesses in our teaching and leadership today is that we spend so
much time trying to get people to do things good people are supposed to do, without
changing what they really believe…
We often speak of people not living up to their faith. But the cases in which we say this are
not really cases of people behaving otherwise than they believe. They are cases in which
genuine beliefs are made obvious by what people do. We always live up to our beliefs - or
down to them as the case may be. Nothing else is possible. It is the nature of belief…
What has to be done, instead of trying to drive people to do what we think they are
supposed to do, is to be honest about what we and others really believe. Then, by inquiry,
teaching, example, prayer, and reliance upon the spirit of God, we can work to change the
beliefs that are contrary to the way of Jesus.
The Faith Journey of Abraham
Genesis 12-24
Not Just Do Something BUT Be Something
Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

God Wants to Bring a Core Change
Matthew 12:33-25
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for
a tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything
good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. A good man brings good things out of
the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.
● Good stored up (for future use)
● Heart is a storehouse
● Guard your heart and fill it with the word
Proverbs 4:20-23
My son, pay attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. They are not to escape
from your sight; Keep them in the midst of your heart.
For they are life to those who find them, And healing to all their body.
Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.
● Faith is from the heart
Romans 10:6-13
But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will go
up into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down), or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is,
to bring Christ up from the dead).” But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your
mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever
believes in Him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
His Word - God’s Agent of Change
Isaiah 55:6-11
Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake
their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering
the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for
the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
Alive and Active
Hebrews 4:12-13
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
The Father is at Work in You

John 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
God Opens His Heart to Us
John 15:9-17
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and
remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so
that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my
name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other.
Keep Your Storehouse Full
Psalms 119:9-11
How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. With all my
heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments. I have treasured
Your word in my heart, So that I may not sin against You.
Psalms 19:7-11
The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The
judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. They are more desirable than
gold, yes, than much pure gold; Sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover, Your servant is warned by them; In keeping them there is great reward.
IF YOU continue in My Word…
Do You Believe? Then Do This
Your Four Action Points
James 1:21-25
Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility
receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of
the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has
looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he

was. But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the law of freedom, and has
continued in it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be
blessed in what he does.
1. Rid yourself of unbelief - examine yourself
2. Humbly receive the implanted word
3. Be an active doer
4. Look intently - meditate and think on the word that brings freedom

